REV WILLIAM SLATER
SYKES
YDSO 81/1/1,2,3

Rev. Sykes was curate at Holy Trinity Church, Millom, from 1895 to 1900, he then went
on to be the vicar at Eskdale. He was a keen antiquarian and left several note books
some of which are held at Whitehaven Archives. It is with the kind permission of
Cumbria Archive Centre Whitehaven and CWAAS that we have been able to photograph
his books and put them into this format so that the public have better access to them
for research purposes.

With thanks to our volunteers who visited Whitehaven Archive to photograph the books:
Rosanna Cox, Alison Holburn, Fiona Pervez

YDSO 81/2/3: Sykes did two copies of this, in Volume 2 and 3 both are in
this chapter.
Chapter Vlll: The xxiv Book of Eskdale and Mitredale

March 2025
Millom and District Local History Society

www.millomhistory.org.uk
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PITCH PIPES 1N DEANERY O

knob, The opposite end has been deeply grooved and a plug mad
of worsted and tow. Some threads of an old blue stocking st
remain. ; ’
OF these No. 1 was frequently used by Mr. Richard Noble, wh
was appointed clerk. April, 1826, Some of the old peaple remem
_him in his later days; he got very infirm and walked with
sticks. Tt took him a long time to get from his place
- . three decker pulpit to the gallery at the west end of the
. ' but -la used to Rl up the time as he stumped along by gi ¢
the parish notices of things found or lost, of sales and su
- ) - bl | T at other times starting earlier he would “halt in his walk to
s " proper responses and amens in their places and then pro
Unhappily in the church accounts the ** Church-N
A the knack of grouping several things together, so that i
& y L | i presented June 2gth, 1827, it is difficult to rightly und
e i «Wm. Rleasdle & Pych Pipe £1 t2s. 6d.” s
b Wm. Bleasdle’s name does not occur in a list
_ about that déte, nor indeed in any other list of inhabi
that T have ever seen. So that I am inclined to think
be read * To W, Bleasdle for a Pych Pipe £1 125. 6d.
‘amount seems a good deal, Thwaites paid nearly as
* but theirs is not exactly a pipe.
* There is auother entry a few years later, 1834-5,
they also followed the prevailing custom and boughi
~ Joseph Parks, Acct.—* A journey to enquire after
the organ. 1/-." i
Later again mention is made of the organist,
3 Thomas Braithwaite, organist’s salary [t 6s.”
X ~ Of the use of No. 2, 1 can'obtain no information.
# know of its existence, although along with the church
J lain on top of a cupboard in the Vestry for many years.
. the square one was always used by the tlerk Noble
! bought when he entered the office and again but few yea
the barrel organ came into use, it seems necessary to el
this is much the older, i i
MuncasTER.—This parish at one time possessed a ba
but I can obtain no information about a pitch pipe. -
Poxsonsy.—(Plate IV, Fig. 6)—The only remains :
deal wood, stained red. It measures 158 X 1 % 3
must have been very like that belonging to Eskdale.
f; d on with a den dowel. @ 'he scale is of lead
and DBeckermet (1). The existence of this pipe (7)
forgotten ; but the churchwarden on being asked rem
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124 PITCH PIPES IN DEANERY OoF adﬁpnfﬁ.
i iz. 5) is 23 inches X inch iqwa: t ‘ina"ing
ol (Fik. 9 e 4100, X it e S Tkl

| &
mﬂf“’gn‘mum ‘o form a handle. The scale is

The vent is very wide,
and mouthpiece (Fig. 8 b
Millom No. T (Plate V.,
imitation.

‘No. 2 (Plate 111, Figs. 4, 5, 6)—This pipe is in very fragile
gition and unless cared for soon will be altogether broken and
[lilmhofummvmﬂl. and is 19} inches full length.
body (Fig. 4), 144 X 13 X 1}, is finely dovetailed together.

tunately some parts have £
compare the air chamber with that of Whitbeck, to which the

bears strong resemblance.  The slide (Fig. 5) is 16 inches

‘finished by a pear-shaped knob.

The scale is of boxweod and the notes appear to have
panched out rather than carved. The half notes are marked by
lines.

to think that this pipe was of local make and of date subseque
 the year 1839. It has been a very good instrument ani |
.-ﬂrmdhumqitmhmn:pmﬂymdm.mmiqp
ﬂ-n.-mwepaihuﬂuhnmnymm

e ki bl

C B

heading of Whicham, 1 am inclin

The

of

con
lost.

The |
The

‘mouthpiece and stop end (Fig. 6) are bevelled off to § inch; unfor-
been lost, so that it is not possible to

o
1pe

long,
including the cork plug; it tapers off at the opposite end and i; :

been
faint

| vg[‘,' s
on a slip of brass, sunk and pinned to the slide.
aatly engrave] hpg‘\ inches. The stop end, aic ‘chamber,
", d) are evidently a copy of those
Fig. 3), but to my mind a clumsy
The body of the pipe has at some time been painted

nt
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-~ * A

s, to vascination, fof which pufpose he made his own vaccine. It
is bou _mhmpmunduﬂuﬁ_duk,w{

1 l*iu the pipe was often seen in his hands. He kept it at

P his own house, on top of the case of a fine old grandfather's clock.

 In that way, it is to be presumed, it came to be consi lered his own

b as he was clerk 4o years. Mrs, Wilson seems to value the

pipe very highly as having been used so often by her father, but it is

Pic % to be hoped she will at some time restore it to its s L ¢
;ﬁ It is & very perfect specimen and its tone as good, if not be B
ks than any other in the Rural Deanery. Tt is made of bay 4t ‘d

%1 X 1}, tapering almost to a int for mouthpiece. The t
: #ﬁ’hﬂhﬂnmu@ebeﬁd&hﬂ!h%w%ﬁhﬁn&.‘ 11.:5; Y
' has been carclully bound with waxed thread to strengthen it and the
* lower end bound with iron. ?
The slide (Fig. 2) is of deal, 143 X © X {, stained red tom
 body; the scale is of lead, with notes and half notes
Cuwponit. : . A, i
~In Rural Deanery of Gosforth, by Rev. A. G. Loftic, is stated that
- “a new pitch pipe” was bought. Thevicar, Rev.R. H. Snape, gives
he quotation thus i—* May 2sth, 1832—New pitch pipe and G
inding, 95 9d;” butin the same year a few lines earlier occurs |
 also:—* To repairing organ by Mr Leach, £6 108.” Sot
~ appear that Jike Gasforth, their great rival in all matters
thi shortly before this obtained a *barrel-organ,’
great calamil befallen it and they had returned to

.
1V., Fig. 4, 5.)—This pipe can
i e ottom board
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