
My experience as a volunteer 
on Digging for Millom

BY EDWARD FRANCE



Introduction

I am Edward France. I'm 
12 years old and I was a 
volunteer on Digging for 
Millom. 



My way into volunteering on the dig

• Interest in local history
• Discovered the Millom & 

District History Society 
website

• Attended a talk at Millom 
Community Hub about the 
history society and the dig



Day One

• I was lucky enough to be asked to 
make the first cut in Trench One

• I met loads of new people
• Learned about digging 

techniques and context sheets
• Biscuits!!



First Week

Cutting the grass!



First Week

Trench 2



First Week

Death Laser!



First Week



Finds
Lots of Victorian and later 

pottery 

Animal bones

Several bits of medieval pottery

Kinder Egg!!!



Personal Finds



What did I learn?

 How to dig, trowel, mattock and use a metal detector.

 Sieving a spoil heap

 Layers

 Scale drawing & context sheets

 Death Laser!!! 



Animals! 

The cows in the cow shed opposite to 
trenches one and two were constantly 
creating a noisy backdrop for the whole 
dig

Another cow related topic is the 
electric fence testing in Trench Three

Marmalade the site dog was keeping 
everyone in check! 

Lots of other canine visitors



Canine Visitors



Holy Trinity

Bell Ringing! World 
Wars III, IV, V, VI, VII, 
VIII, IX, X etc etc...

Personal Research



Weather 

Wind!!!

Rain..

Sun??



Digging for Britain! 

I was interviewed by them in 
Trench Seven!



People

 I met some very friendly and interesting 
people on the dig



Conclusion: 

Would I 
volunteer again? 
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