


INTRODUCTION 
Millom peninsula overflows with evidence of 

Prehistoric humans:  where they trod, what they ate, 

how they survived, what they hunted, how they 

farmed, how they treated their dead, how they 

celebrated the seasons, how they were in touch with 

nature.  The evidence can, at times, be 

overwhelming, but there are also times when it shines 

a light on the very families who lived here thousands 

of years ago when, in all of Britain, there were only a 

few thousand people, yet some of them chose to live 

here. 



CONTEXT 

•Area covered 

•Prehistory 

•World context 



AREA COVERED 



PREHISTORIC  

•Paleolithic 

•Mesolithic 

•Neolithic 

•Bronze 

•Iron 



MESOLITHIC (HUNTER-
GATHERERS) 

•Submerged forest: Haverigg 

Point 

•Ancient hazel nut 

•Ancient twine 

•Footprints 

•Flints (map) 



SUBMERGED FOREST, 
HAVERIGG POINT; STEPHE 

COVE  



ANCIENT HAZELNUT, 
DUANE FARREN 



ANCIENT TWINE, DUANE FARREN 



PREHISTORIC FOOTPRINTS; DUANE 
FARREN  



MAP 1: FLINT FINDS 



FLINTS  



NEOLITHIC (FIRST 
FARMERS) 

•Grinding stone 

•Stone Axes (map) 

•Cropmarks (map) 

•Standing 

Stones/Monuments (map) 

 



GRINDING STONE, DUANE 
FARREN 



MAP 2:  AXE FINDS 



ROUGHOUT, HODBARROW, 
DUANE FARREN 

 



MAP 3: ESTIMATED CROPMARK SITES 



CROP MARK, MILLOM 
CASTLE 



MAGNETOMETER 



MAP 4: STANDING 
STONES/MONUMENTS 



SWINSIDE 



BRONZE 

•Cairns (map) 

•Perforated hammers 

(map) 

•Funerary urn 

•Hodbarrow bones 



MAP 5:  CAIRNS 



WHITFELL BURIAL CAIRN, RING CAIRNS TO 
RESERVOIRS ARCHAEOLOGICAL 

DISCOVERIES IN THE DUDDON VALLEY 



MAP 6: PERFORATED AXE HAMMERS 



PERFORATED HAMMER, MILLOM 
HERITAGE AND ARTS CENTRE 



BRONZE AGE FUNERARY URN, BECK 
FARM, TRANSACTIONS CWAAS 



HODBARROW BONES, MILLOM  
HERITAGE AND ARTS CENTRE 



IRON 

•Round houses (map) 

•Enclosures (map) 

•Terret ring 

•Querns 

•Stone head 
 



MAP 7: ROUND HOUSES/HUT 
CIRCLES 



MAP 8: ENCLOSURES 



WHITROW BECK: STONE CIRCLE, 
ENCLOSURE, HUT CIRCLES, LIDAR 



IRON TERRET RING; 
JOSH CARR 



QUERN STONES, DUANE FARREN 



IRON AGE STONE HEAD, 
TRANSACTIONS CWAAS 



MAP 9:  ALL FINDS 



CONCLUSION 

It is hoped this fascinating 

journey will help to shed light on 

an area of Cumbria which, in 

the main, has been neglected.  

If only we could get some 

surveys and excavations 

conducted:  It is evident there is 

so much more to be found. 



BORDER TV 

• https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1311207926

129192  

https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1311207926129192
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1311207926129192
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1311207926129192


JOSH CARR 



INSIDE ONE AXE HEAD: PIECE OF 
BRONZE AGE SWORD 



GEOPHYSICAL SURVEY 



SYKES MAP: TOWN, STEPPING STONES 



C.1750 (CARLISLE ARCHIVE) 



CCC HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT 
RECORDS  



LIDAR 



HOLY TRINITY CHURCH (12TH CENTURY 
LIKELY EARLIER) 

 



10TH CENTURY STONES 



MILLOM CASTLE C.1100  



SCHOOL 1858: EDUCATION OF POOR 



ARTEFACTS/EVIDENCE 



4 3 - 4 1 0  A D  

ROMAN 



ROMAN TRUMPET BROOCH (2), JOSH 
CARR 



SEVERAL ROMAN COINS INCLUDING: 
SILVER DENARII MARCUS AURELIUS, 

JOSH CARR 



VARIOUS ROMAN WEIGHTS, DUANE 
FARREN 

 



REV WILLIAM STUKELY 

“Millom Castle.  18 th April 1759.  Sir 

Hedworth  Williamson, of 

Monkweremouth , told me at Millom 

Castle, Cumberland, which was a 

Roman castrum , they dug up two 

great urns full of silver Roman coins, 

which they sent up to London, and 

sold by pound weight.  – Diary, vol  
xviii., 46.” 



1975ISH 

• Whilst digging foundations for cow shed found part 

of a Roman helmet 



ROMAN STYLUS? 



4 1 0 - 1 4 8 5  

MEDIEVAL 



VIKING GAMING PIECE, 8-11TH 
CENTURIES, DAVID HARTLEY 



VIKING GAMING PIECE, 8TH-11TH 
CENTURIES, JOSH CARR 



DOMESDAY BOOK (1086) 



MEDIEVAL AMPULAE, 12-14TH 
CENTURIES, DAVID HARTLEY 



SPINDLE WHORLS, DIFFERENT PERIODS, 
IRON AGE –POST MEDIEVAL, DUANE 

FARREN 



KING JOHN 1199-1216, JOSH CARR 

 



CHARTER FAIR/MARKET 1251 HENRY III 



POSITION:  LOCAL KNOWLEDGE 



HENRY 3RD, EDWARD 1ST, 2ND, 3RD  1216-
1377, JOSH CARR 



SCOTTISH KING JAMES 1ST 1406-1437, 
JOSH CARR 

 



HENRY 5TH (1413-1422) JOSH CARR 



HENRY 6TH (1422-1461) JOSH CARR 



WARS OF ROSES? 1460 

• Wikipedia:  History of Cumbria – no battles took place in 
Cumbria 

• Wikipedia:  Millom Castle - In 1460 Millom Castle was captured 
by Lancastrian forces (but no ref.  Sir John Huddleston various 
battles: Blore Heath, Bosworth Field. 

• Frank Warriner: The Millom District A History:  p 20 “It appears 
that in 1460 Millom Castle was badly damaged by the 
Lancastrians.” 

• P46 “The Castle seems to have been largely destroyed about 
1460, during the Wars of the Roses.” 

• Cannot find any further evidence – still looking. 

• Interesting no mention whatsoever of the castle being taken 
over by Lancastrians in --Millom Castle and the Hudlestons, H. 
S. COWPER, F.S.A.  CWAAS Transactions, 1923. 

 



1 4 8 5 - 1 6 0 3  

 

TUDORS 



KING HENRY 7TH 1485-1509 JOSH 
CARR 



KING HENRY 8TH 1509-1547, JOSH CARR 

 



SPANISH REAL 1500’S, JOSH CARR  



QUEEN ELIZABETH 1ST 1558-1603, JOSH 
CARR 



1 6 0 3 - 1 7 1 4  

 

STUARTS 



CHARLES II 1660-1685, JOSH CARR 



WILLIAM 3RD (1689-1702), JOSH CARR 



FRENCH JETON? JOSH CARR 



( 1 6 4 2 - 1 6 5 1 )  

 

ENGLISH CIVIL WARS 



ENGLISH CIVIL WAR 1644 CASTLE AND 
CHURCH BADLY DAMAGED, DUANE 

FARREN 

 



PROCESSIONAL CROSS, WARS OF THE 
ROSES (1460) OR CIVIL WAR?? (C.1644)? 

JOSH CARR 



PROCESSIONAL CROSS, 15 C LAMPORT 
CROSS (SIMILARITIES WITH BOSWORTH 

CROSS – POSSIBLY BATTLE OF BOSWORTH 
FIELD) 

 



REV NATHANIEL WARD 

Nathaniel Ward, M.A., of King's 

College, Cambridge. Vicar of 

Staindrop. Slain, fighting for the 

King at Millum Castle, 

Cumberland, 1644. "He was a 

very learned and estimable 

person."—Cooper .—Born, 1605. 

Left School, 1620. Died, 1644 



MILLOM CASTLE AND THE 
HUDLESTONS, H. S. COWPER, 

TRANSACTIONS, 1924  

• Discusses Huddlestons who fought in English Civil 

Wars 

• Tells us the vicarage near the castle was pulled 

down “lest it should harbour rebels.” 

• Also suggest Holy Trinity  might have had a western 

tower that was pulled down at the same time. 



1 7 1 4 - 1 8 3 7  

 

GEORGIAN 



LOTS OF SMALL COINS PLUS: GEORGE 
3RD (1689-1702) JOSH CARR 



1 8 3 7 - 1 9 0 1  

 

VICTORIAN 



QUEEN VICTORIA SILVER THREE 
PENNY BITS, JOSH CARR 



VICTORIAN SHILLINGS 1837-1901, JOSH 
CARR 

 



PROJECT MILESTONES: 

• Permission from farmer V 

• Acquire funding V  

• Recruit volunteers V 

• Desk-based Assessments  

• April 24/25 Team survey 

• May 26/27 Volunteers survey 

• Analysis report 

• 8 page project glossy brochure 

• Celebration event 24th June 2023 

• https://www.millomhistory.org.uk/projects/

geo.html  

https://www.millomhistory.org.uk/projects/geo.html
https://www.millomhistory.org.uk/projects/geo.html
https://www.millomhistory.org.uk/projects/geo.html


Q&A 


