MILLOM CASTLE and the
English Civil Wars
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MILLOM: SERIEH- CASTLES & BEACONS AFTEF
ROBERT THE BRUCE RAIDS (1332)
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MI LLOM CASTLE

Reconstruction of Millom Castle in the 1500s




Knowles 1870
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Cowper 1924
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MILLOM CASTLE

Edward 15t (1272-1307) gave licence to build to
Sir John Huddleston (2"4 one — 1242-1306)

Crenellated 1335 (after Scottish raids)
Damaged? Wars of the Roses (1455-1487)

Slightly elevated; originally surrounded by a
peaty swamp, stepping stones removed after
1774

Observation on all lines of approach was easy as
its position was close to the important crossing
of the Duddon Sands.
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English Civil Wars

AFirst: 1642-1646
ASecond: 1648-49
AThird: 1650-52
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Main Causes

Charles I's: divine right of kings to rule
Parliament's desire to curb the powers of the king
Charles I's need for money to fund his court and wars

Religious differences: King, Parliament, Scottish
Covenanters, and Irish Catholics

The personalities of key leaders on both sides, which did
not allow for compromise

Rise in size/ economic power of the new gentry who
now sought political change

Belief that king was wicked warmonger to be removed



HISTORY IN NUMBERS
(estimated)

A Over 600 battles and sieges

A 150 towns/50 villages suffered extensive damage

A 10,000 town houses/1,000 village houses
destroyed

A 200 country houses/mansions destroyed
A 85,000 people made homeless

A 10-20% of men fought in England/Wales
A 85,000 died in combat

A 100,000 additional deaths related to war
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Cumberland: Overview
Cromwellian Gazetteer:

Notionally Royalist at outbreak; conquered by
Scots (for Parliament) in 1644-45.

Little military action during 15t Civil War

Most fighting occurred 1648 (2" Civil War)
Scottish (now fighting for King) invasion force
moved south taking and garrisoning towns and
castles en route.

Fighting rare, major clashes in Lancs and Cheshire.

Royalist bases in Cumbria fell to Parliament
without further bloodshed.



Cumbrian Castles
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First Civil War
1642-1646



HUDDLESTONS






Ferdinando Huddleston
( 9 sons all fought for King Charles

A William Huddleston(1603-1668)
A John Huddleston (1604) Colonel, Dragoons

A Ferdinando Huddleston (1607) Major in King's Army of
Foot

A Richard Huddleston (1609) Lt.-Col. King's Army; slain York

A Joseph Huddleston Called " the old captaine " in Millom
Register

A Ralph Huddleston (1612) Captain of Foot in King's Army
A Inglby Huddleston (1615) Captain of Foot in King's Army

A Edward Huddleston (1620-1707) Major in King's Army;
several times wounded in the Civil War, losing the use of
his right arm.

A Robert Huddleston (1623) Captain in King’s Army
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Officers

A Lieutenant Colonel William
Pennington

A Sargeant Major Edward
Huddleston

A Captain Christopher Hanby

A Captain Ingoldby
Huddleston

A Captain Joseph Huddleston
A Captain Anthony Hunter

A Captain Roger Irton

A Captain John Lewthwaite

A Captain John Punchion
A Captain William Punchion

A Captain Richard Studdart

A Lieutenant Hugh Ayscough .

A Lieutenant John Bow

A Lieutenant William Latus
A Lieutenant Roger Rames
A Ensign Ambrose Bincks
A Ensign Christopher Bland
A Ensign Hilary Bradley

A Ensign Jeffery Fox

A Quartermaster William
Leech



Cockermouth

1642

Whitehaven
1642

Lindal
October 1643

Taken prisoner

Colonel Sir
William

Huddleston

1603 - 1669

Romaldkirk -
baptised
18/11/1603

York 1643

Battle of
Edgehill
October1642




Battle of Lindal Close

1643
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BLOODY
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within the county of Lancaster

which was hastily mustered to meet
them was a mixture of Pa
troops, including sailors :
Parliamentary fleet anchored 10
Walney Channel near Piel Island, but
also a good number of clubmen who

were equally hostile to both sides,
L ++h Parliament

Furness in the 1640’s was a part of
Lancashire under the Lordship of
the crown. It was largely forgotten
due to its geographical isolation
from the rest of the country. It was
difficult to get to and was described
at the time as . .. a kind of island
: 2 -

The second skirmish on Furness soil
took place a few months later on
Septmeber 28th when Royalist
sympathisers were “in commotion
in Furness. . they had gotten
together some 1500 horse and foote
many of them from out of Cumber-
land, young Mr Pennington being

— FRRATERRR SRS |
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The CASTLE or TOWER of DALTON.

September 28th 1643
Col William Huddleston

William Pennington
from Muncaster

Furness Royalists

Imprisoned leading
Parliamentary
opponents in Dalton
Castle.




Early on September 29th

Prisoners escaped
and fled to
Col Rigby’s camp
where the Parliamentary
forces were besieging

Thurland Castle




Thurland Castle, Kirkby Lonsdale

30th
September

Col Rigby
Set off from

Thurland
Castle

500 foot

3 small troops
of horse

2 drakes
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Sunday morning October 1st 1643 Col Rigby advanced to

Swarthmoor for public prayers before marching to Lindal




Parliamentarian horse &
Musketeer, Royalist Northern foot foot troops







Colonel Alexander

Rigby 1594 - 1650

“...at the close of the Business all cried

with a great shout “Glory be to God,”

and except one troop of horse and one

foot company left to quiet the country,
all returned to Thurland the same

night most of our horsemen without
alighting, and most of us all without

eating or drinking.”




House of Commons Journal
reported

“...after considering the

matter they ordered that
since Col Huddleston had
been taken in actual arms
against the Parliament he

should be kept in strict

custody in the Tower till this

house give further order.”

October 17th 1643 Col Rigby reported to

the Speaker of the House of Commons




IOM exiled 1645

Millom Castle
siege Sept/Oct
1644

Ribble Bridge
Aug 1644

Walton A

Aug 10th 1644 -
taken prisoner

Battle of Marston
Moor

2nd July 1644

York 16th July
1644

London - Prisoner

Aug - Oct 1644

Bristol Channel
Dove;

English Channel

26th Oct granted
Pass




MILLOM CASTLE



History & Topography of Cumberland,
Westmorland, William Whelan,
1860, p405

A In ancient times it [Millom Castle] was surrounded by a fine
park. Here, for many centuries, the Lords of Millom held their
feudal pomp and state, undisturbed “by war’s tempestuous
breath,” from which the most northerly parts of the county
suffered so severely and so often” and we do not hear that
the castle was ever attacked previous to the wars of the
Parliament when it appears to have been invested, though
no particulars respecting the occurrence have been
recorded It is at this period that the old vicarage house,
which was in the neighbourhood of the castle, was pulled
down, “lest the rebels should take refuge therein.” Mr
Thomas Denton tells us that in 1688 the castle was in want of
repair...



Cowper, 1923

It is much to be regretted that no
further account of the siege or any
detalls are availableThe fact is not
recorded by local writers; except that
Sir Daniel Fleming in 1671 alluded to
Millom Castle as having been
“demolished” in the late civil war



Cowper p221

1671 Sir Daniel Fleming’s Description of the
County of Cumberland, (Tract series no 3, p.4):

A “King Edward | gave licence to Sir John
Huddleston for to build Millum Castle, which
stood until the late Civil Wars demolished, it
and now in 1671 Ferdinando Huddleston,
Esgre., the present owner, is rebuilding it.”



Primary Sources

EVIDENCE



Garrison at Millom Castle Nov 1643

To the Constables of Whicham and Whitbeck These are to
will and require you to bring before us at the house of Jot
Stockbridge at thdlealesupon Monday next by ten o
clock in the morning, eleven sufficient able @eaviceable
men within your constabulary to be sent to the Castle at
Millam to lie in garrison for his Majesties service and that
the said eleven men make ready and bring with them
sufficient provision for themselves for the space of one
whole week and further as at our meeting it shall be
ordered whereofaile yeenot as you tender his Majesties
service will answer the contrary at your pexd.11.1643
William Pennington, William Pennington, Anthony Latus.



Cowper, Transactions 1923, p216

1644, 8 Oct. Sir William Armyne informed Mr.
Speaker Lenthall that the Castles of Scaleby,
Naworth and Millom were holding out against
the Parliament as obstinately as Carlisle.

Vicar of Staindrop entered King Charles” Army in
1644 and slain at Millom Castle



Nathaniel Ward
(Vicar ofStaindrop

His nuncupative will was attested by five
Cavaliers (all from North East):

A Robert Grey,

A John Hudelstone,
A John Tempest,

A Thomas Hutton
A John Heath



Durham University

Archivesand Special Collections Catalogue




NEW EVIDENCE: CARLISLE ARCH|

Archive

conle Carlisle

Reference DLAW/7/1/11

Title "A short Relation of the faithfull Carriage and good Service done for the Parliament by
Colonel Sir Wilfrid Lawson......

Description [EeEG—G—G from the time that the Scottes came into this County being the 4th of September 1644
and dureing the legare (siege) att Carlile which broke upp":- narrative of events at Millom
Castle (recruiting for "the beleagaring of Carlile"), Carlisle, Harraby, etc., from the
besiegers' viewpoint; with much detail of Sir Wilfrid's activities; countersigned by various
local gentlemen (actual signatures); ends “.. of his faithfull .. service for the King and
Parliament" Also mentions Cockermouth Castle, Rosa Castle, and St Herbert's Isle.

[pre 1649]

Catalogue
level

File




ARCHIVE SEARCH:
" NE W PRI MARY SO

A Search of Cumbria Archives ‘Millom Castle’
A Identified several articles

A Jonathan Brind went to Carlisle and photographed
article

A Secretary Script: hard to decipher

A Several members began transcribing, in particular
Susan Cawthorne

A Became clear very important document

A Commissioned professional family genealogist to
transcribe



Sir Wilfred Lawson

A Sir Wilfred Lawson of Isel, Commander in Chief for Parliament in
Cumbria

A MP in Cromwell’s Parliament, held local office throughout
Interregnum (1649-1660)

A Arrested and imprisoned ¢.1659 as loyalty to Rump Parliament
questioned (previously been Royalist — described elsewhere “as
most notorious of turncoats in North”)

A But re-elected 1660, so not long in prison

A Document is a declaration of support by local Parliamentarians in
defence of Sir Wilfred; Archive ref says dated pre 1649 but more
likely 1659

A Gives examples of eight actions followed by their signatures,
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Sir Wil fred Laws

A Thomas Bewley

A John Barwis

A Thomas Barwis

A William Bewley

A Michael Studholme
A Edward Winder

A John Hudson

A John Studdert

A William Orfeur



4th September 1644

A Upon the Scotts coming into this County with
the Commissioners of p[ar]liament, Collonel
S[i]r Wilfrid Lawson went to them, they
nominated him Collonel, desired him to raise
what horse and foot hee could conveniently
for the p[ar]liaments service, upon which
within one weake, hee raised 15 foot
companies and seaven troupes of horse.



The P[arliamentary] Com[misione]rs willed
him to march to Millam Castle, and to
beleager it being on the border of Lancashire,
and 50 miles from Carlile, and that hee should
spare soe maney foot and horse as hee could
for the closer beleagaring of Carlile; wher
upon hee sent to before Carlile one troupe and
foure foot companies and the rest hee
marched with to Millam, wher [above: when]
hee had been but one night and a day,



but hee marched the next night to within halfe
pistoll shott of the walles, and ther secured his
men with such advantage that the enimy could

[above: som] in the Castle being slaine, it was
shortly yeilded to the said S[i]r Wilfrid Lawson
with the Cannon armes ammunition, and all
therin, onely the comanders and officers to
have passes for their owne homes



Martin J Everett




Numbers?

A “One thing may not be omitted, that dureing
the legare at Millam his owne foot company
being 150 and one of those before Carlisle
appointed ... (4 sent)

A Therefore likely 110 foot soldiers

A 6 horse troops (between 30-100 men, more
likely 10) 1 sent to Carlisle

A So guess about 160+ surrounding castle



Date of SIEGE?

A 4th Sep Scots came into Cumberland, Sir Wilfred told to raise army

A 11th Sep: we are told within a week he had raised army; told to
besiege Millom

A 15t Sep: ?3-4 days march from Cockermouth (?) to Millom

A 16th Sep: 1 day rest in Millom

A 17th Sep: start siege

A 8th Oct: mentioned holding out

A 14th Oct Nathaniel Ward died

A Lawson document: some slain shortly thereafter yielded

A 15th/16th/17th October? Therefore about one month besieged.

A Some sources suggest main damage to Millom Castle (and Holy
Trinity Church) done in 2" Civil War (16438)



BREAK



SECOND CIVIL WAKRK
1648-1649



Second Civil War (16449): Overview

A Aftermath of first civil war, Charles Ist negotiated secret treaty
with Scottish Covenanters, promising to establish
Presbyterianism in England.

A Spring 1648 several Royalist uprisings; navy mutinied and
some ships went over to king

A Scottish army invaded England

A New Model Army mobilised: Several sieges, battles won by
Parliamentarians, including Preston August 1648. (Likely
when Millom Castle attacked again)

A Surrender of Colchester end August brought 2" war to end
A King Charles 1%t beheaded



HUDDLESTONS

Colonel Sir

~ 0km ‘ Carlisle
-. Scoztol:ind f///k?m# Retaken
N October 1648

William ;
Huddleston s
§ o
1648 L /ﬁ
Appleby Castle
Cockermouth /)f . WH Captured
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MILLOM CASTLE



Millom Castle: Cowper 1923

A Second attack in 1648, maybe when
Greystoke, Rose, and Scaleby Castles were
occupied; Greystoke and Rose burned down.

A vicarage being close to the Castle was pulled
down by the then lord of Millom lest it should
harbour rebels (might have been now or in
1644)

A Suggests possible western tower of church
which was also pulled down?



Cowper, 1923

A Local tradition (via Rev Sykes): mounds in a
field at back of clump of trees at the Knott is
gun emplacements (for cannons)

A Used to be a small cannon ball at Po House
that was found in a wall at Millom Castle

A Other guns placed at War Knotts, mile north,
and cannon balls found there.



Duane Farren’s Collection
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Processional Cross, Civil War?? Or Wars
of Roses or Knife Handle? JoSlarr




15CLamportCross (similarities with Bosworth (Field) Cross
Wars of Roses




Damage to Holy Trinity: Margaret

A Vicarage pulled down

A Windows

A Huddleston Tombs

A Chancel may also have needed repair
A Possible hole in west wall:

A Western tower pulled down?

A Something else: Rush-bearing doorway; baptistery;
leper chapel; priest’s lodging?



Holy Trinity Church

WEST EXTORNAL BLEVANON




Damage to Tomb 1




Damage to Tomb 2




The English Civil War at First
Hand

Tristram Hunt, 2002, p. 189
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Millom castle

AVideo (2012)



King Charles | Beheaded (January 1649)

| Martyrd omofK CH ARLES,J.




THIRD CIVIL WAR

1650-1652
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OVERVIEW

After execution of Charles 1%t England became republican
Commonwealth

Son of Charles 1t declared king Charles 2"d of Scotland; began
plotting to regain throne of England

Little support in England, turned to Ireland and Scotland for support

Cromwell in Ireland: massacre in Drogheda and Wexford; rest
conceded

Charles 2" promised to make England Presbyterian
Cromwell’s army invaded Scotland, Battle of Dunbar, 1650
Ended with Battle of Worcester 1651; Charles 2" fled to France.

No action (as far as we know) in Cumberland) BUT.....NOT FINISHED
WITH HUDDLESTONS!



Father JohrHuddleston




Father John Huddleston

1608 - 1698
Educated at Hutton John
English College of Rome
Monk of the Order of St Benedict

1651 - Chaplain at
Moseley Hall, Staffordshire

|

MISSALE
ROMANY M

Fx decreto facro
Tridentini re AH

PVP qufﬁxdm,

T Vlll au& otitate recoguitunm.
= -

LYTETIA PARIS
Apnd Som\ Sk 'l'ypognphm L-hromm Oﬂug
Ecclebattici, ex Deceero Concily Trdenunl,
lkquahrm

.........




Battle of Worcester 3rd September 1651

= Final action of the English
Civil War

Destroyed the final hopes of
the Royalists regaining power
by military force

Charles 11 forced into exile
and English Civil War over
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Boscobe~l Wood - Charles 11 hid in an oak tree

Moseley Hall,
Staffordshire
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Kings Charles 11

1660 Charles 11 restored to the throne

John Huddleston invited to live at
Somerset House, London under
protection of Queen Dowager
Henrietta Maria

Later became Chaplain to Queen
Catherine of Braganza

Thursday Sth February 1684
king was on his deathbed

His brother, future James 11, brought
John Huddleston to his bedside
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De fanéta Maria. Oratio,
Tus, qui de beirz

Mariz virginis Gtcro,

Father J on Huddleston’s
Prayer Book

“Sire, this good
man once saved
your life. He now
comes to save
your soul.”




AFTERMATH

A Sequestration

A William Huddleston died in 1669
debtor’s prison, Carlisle

A Buried at Millom 26t January 1669

A Huddleston’s never recovered.



TOY CANNON C.1790, Stepi@arr
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What next?

1 Society awarded £250 towards cost of printing a booklet:
Millom Castle and the English Civil War; will include
documents we have found in searches.

1 Have also been given permission to include the two main
articles from Transactions (1872 and 1924). Get on with
further research and writing it.

1 Should hear Feb if funding successful to conduct drone
surveys — 3D image of castle, hopefully videos

1 Applying for funding to dig trenches in places identified by
magnetometer and drone surveys: hopefully 2024 Community
Archaeology Project.



Finally

A Ulanni Holmes, Beggar’s Youth Theatre reads
The Royalist Knight: A Tale of Millom Castle by
Thomas Postlethwaite (1870) tells the story of
Ferdinando Huddleston’s escape from the
siege of Pontefract Castle in 1644 or 45.

A Outside to view damage, cannon placements,
castle (from back of church)



